DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

another, in case he should be ill, replaces him) belongs
to her outdoor attendants on State as well as on private
occasions. The Queen will not be dictated to or made
to alter what she has found to answer for her comfort."1

Happily the Review was put off, so the question of
" what can be done on this occasion " did not arise.
But it must be noticed that what evoked this very
vigorous protest was the threatened violation of a
principle, namely that the arrangements the Queen
made for her private comfort and convenience must
never be interfered with and she strongly resented
being asked to sacrifice any of them. The invariable
attendance of Brown had come to be one of these.
He was a link with the early happy days at Balmoral,
when he had entered her service as the Prince Con-
sort's gillie, and since then he had steadily advanced
in her esteem. The constant mention of his name in
her second volume More Leaves from a Journal of
a Life in the Highlands., published after his death, is
due to the fact that he as constantly gave her the
" watchful care" of which she had spoken. Her
Journal deals entirely with the private and domestic
side of her life, and it was her clear wish and intention
that the countless readers of one of the best selling
books of the year should be privileged to realize as
distinctly as Lord Charles Fitzroy must have done
how she valued Brown. The Queen was one of the
kindest women in the world to those who looked
after her personally, she took the greatest interest in
them and their relations and their family history ;
1 ibid., n, i, P. 433.
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